Hope Associates, Inc.              

Who We Are:

· Hope Associates, Inc., is a nonprofit organization founded in 1950 by Alice M. Howland, a local philanthropist and environmentalist. We are located in Hope Village in the Town of Scituate. 

Our Mission:

· To protect, conserve and maintain land and water quality along the Pawtuxet River

· To actively pursue acquisition of undeveloped land along the river for recreational use by the community

· To maintain the natural character of the land for use by future generations

· To maintain our properties in the best possible condition for use by the community 

Properties Under Our Stewardship:

Hope Pond:  Part of the original grant made by Alice M. Howland to the community is the land and fresh water beach area known as Hope Pond. In continuous use since 1945, Hope Pond has been used for:

· The town-wide summer recreation program including water safety instruction,

· Recreational swimming

· Freshwater fishing 

· Canoeing 

· Boating

· Special events  

The property also houses a boathouse, a tennis/basketball court, and a baseball field.  A former barn on the property has been converted to meeting rooms and recreation space for civic groups and is the current headquarters of the Hope Associates. The barn was named Howland Barn in remembrance of Alice M. Howland.  
Trott-Perry Land Preserve & Nature Trails:  Acquired in the early ‘90’s from Drs. Raymond H. Trott and Thomas Perry, two local land preservationists, the area now includes open space, walking trails and the former Doctor’s Beach. Since 2005, the land has become part of a major Forest Stewardship Plan recently adopted by the Hope Associates.  It is being preserved for:

· Passive recreational purposes (hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing)

· A wildlife habitat

· The protection of the plants, natural communities and forest species on the property

The Hope Village Green:  Acquired in 1997, this neighborhood lot was considerably run down and a community eyesore.  The Hope Associates converted this land to a village park with a lovely gazebo for use by the community. Now considered to be a focal point of the town, the Green has been used for:

· Summer concerts 

· 4th of July celebrations

· Wedding celebrations

· Christenings/Baby Blessing ceremonies

· Photography

· The annual holiday tree lighting

· Passive recreation 

Green Forest Hiking Trails

Hope Village Green provides a scenic overlook to the Pawtuxet River and Hope Associates’ land on the far side of the river. Known as the Green Forest, Hope Associates acquired these 33 acres with the intention of creating access to the abandoned rail trails with a bridge across the river.   When completed, these trails will be open for passive recreation.     
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How We are Funded

Acquisitions and maintenance of the properties come entirely from foundations, donations from the general public, and from grants received from the State and Federal Government under programs available to nonprofit organizations. Alice M. Howland worked with the Rhode Island Foundation to create a fund to provide a source of income for Hope Associates, Inc.  The Champlin Foundation, Centreville Bank, the Scituate Lions, the Scituate Art Festival Committee, and the O’Brien Company are generous supporters of Hope Associates, Inc.  Hope residents have also chosen Hope Associates, Inc. to receive funds in memoriam of loved ones.
