At a Financial Town Meeting holden within and for the Town of

Scituate, on April 5, 2016 in the High School Auditorium in said Scituate, pursuant to the Warrant issued and to law, being for the purpose of hearing official reports, making appropriations, ordering a tax and transacting any other business that may lawfully come before said meeting.

After pledging allegiance to the flag of our country, the meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by David D’Agostino, Town Moderator.  Mr. D’Agostino welcomed everyone to the 285 th Financial Town Meeting, noting that the first meeting was held on March 18, 1731. He noted the budget totals $35,078,319, which the administration deems necessary to continue existing services for the fiscal year 2016 – 2017.  If the proposed budget is accepted without changes, the tax rate will not exceed $18.04 per $1,000 for assessed valuation for residential real estate, $21.65 per $1,000 of assessed valuation for commercial/industrial/mixed use property, $38.37 per $1,000 of assessed valuation for tangible personal property.  The motor vehicle tax rate remains frozen at $30.20 per $1,000 in accordance with state law.  
Mr. D’Agostino explained that the tax estimates have been computed in a manner approved by the Rhode Island Department of Administration.  

Motion was made by Town Clerk Margaret Long, seconded by Council President Collins, and voted without further discussion to dispense with the reading of the warrant and return of service.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.

Town Moderator, David D’Agostino, advised the audience of the rules and regulations of the meeting.  He mentioned that visitors are all seated in the rows to his right and explained the procedures, which would be followed for voting by registered voters. He advised that his role as Town Moderator is to preside and regulate these proceedings, to decide questions of order and to declare votes.  This meeting will be conducted according to the following rules:  The Statutes of the State of Rhode Island pertaining to Financial Town Meetings shall apply and will prevail.  
Mr. D’Agostino ruled that all motions from the floor must be in writing (forms are available if needed), signed, and presented to him immediately after making the motion public.  Once the motion has been made and seconded, he will then open the floor for discussion on that motion.  He kindly asked that anyone making remarks, observations and comments keep them brief and to the point of the motion at hand.  By law, every elector does have the right to speak once on each motion.  Mr. D’Agostino noted that anyone wishing to speak should utilize the microphones at the front of the auditorium and please state their name and address.  The comments or questions will be then addressed by the most appropriate person available.  The decision of the majority of electors present qualified to vote will be accepted as the decision of this assembly.  Voting is accomplished by a voice vote.  A vote in the affirmative is “aye,” and a vote in the negative is “no.”  If the voice vote is close, he may call for a standing vote; indicate your support for the motion or for the point before the assembly by standing, those opposed remain seated.  In the event that a paper ballot is called for or requested, then it will require at least 20 percent or one-fifth (1/5) of those qualified to vote to second that motion.  If the motion is seconded by 20 percent of those qualified to vote and then passed, the Board of Canvassers will conduct the paper ballot. Discussions tonight will be concerned with and limited to items listed on and pertaining to the call of this meeting; specifically, the appropriation of monies, expenditure of monies and the imposition of taxes.  If anyone’s comments or motions are outside the scope of this meeting, Mr. D’Agostino will let them know that and try to bring them back to the point at hand.  

Moderator D’Agostino advised that the Board of Canvassers has indicated the total number of electors present is 90. 
Town Treasurer, Ted Przybyla, reported that we started the fiscal year with $1,067,760 and had receipts of $36,034,823 and disbursements of $33,620,145 million, leaving a balance of $2,414,678. 

Motion made by Town Clerk Margaret Long seconded by President Collins and others, and voted without further discussion to accept the Treasurer's Report as read.  Moderator declared motion carried. 

Motion made by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others and voted without discussion to open appropriations. Town Moderator declared motion carried.

 Item 110 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. With no discussion the motion carried.
Item 210 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. George Kuzmowycz, 37 Esek Hopkins Road asked when the School Department Budget was approved. Superintendent Lescault responded the budget was approved at the School Committee meeting held this evening. Mr. Kuzmowycz asked if this meeting would have to be cancelled if the School Department Budget was not approved at the previous meeting tonight. Town Solictor Gorham responsed there would have been less to vote on tonight and another meeting would have to be scheduled to approve the School Department Budget. 

Town Moderator D’Agostino called for a vote on the motion.  The motion carried.
Item 210, was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. With no discussion the motion carried.
Item 310, was moved by Town Clerk Long, and seconded by Council President Collins. With no discussion the motion carried.
Item 320 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. With no discussion the motion carried.  
Item 330 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. With no discussion motion carried.

Item 340 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. With no discussion motion carried.  
Item 350 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins.  With no discussion the motion carried.
Item 390 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins.  Carol Costa, Rockland Road thanked Superintendent Lescault for his service.  Ms. Costa asked for the cemetery care list and upgrades to be added as an agenda item at the next Town Council Meeting. Moderator D’Agostino called for a vote on the motion.  The motion carried.  

Item 410 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins.  With no discussion the motion carried. 
Item 420 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins. Mark Horner, Trimtown Road stated the budget shows the Ambulance Corps. receiving $19,000.  He asked why the Town is giving them money when their books were not made available and funding was stopped previously because of an issue.  Council President Collins said the $19,000 is the amount of money brought in by the Ambulance Corps. last fiscal year.  He said the Town audit will include a review of the Fire Departments and Ambulance Corps. Michael Marcello, Chopmist Hill Road said this review was promised a year ago.  He asked how the cut in funds to the Ambulance Corps. will affect public safety.  President Collins stated the Commander is ok with the cut.  Chief Hebert stated that N. Scituate Fire Dept. along with Hope Jackson Fire Co. respond to over 95% of the calls. Stacy Wortman, Danielson Pike asked for the number of calls the Ambulance Corps. responded to.  


Town Moderator called for a vote on the motion.  The motion carried.
Item 430 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  
Item 440 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 450 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 510 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 530 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 540 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 610 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 620 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 710 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.  

Item 720 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins.  Carol Costa, 161 Rockland Road stated she is frustrated with the errors with the video streaming of Town Council meetings.  She also would like off-site meetings to be video streamed. Town Clerk Long responded that some of the issues have been user along with equipment tampering.  The vendor has offered to assist anyone having trouble viewing the meetings.
Town Moderator called for a vote on the motion.  The motion carried.
Items 730, 740, 750, 760, 770, 780, 810, and 820 were moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and others with no discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motions carried.  

Item 830 was moved by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and questioned by George Kuzmowycz, 37 Esek Hopkins Road.  He stated the contribution for the Police Pension is staying fixed, he asked if the finish line for this is getting further away every year. Treasurer Przybyla responded that we are paying the required amount and in the year 2032 we should be 61% funded.
Town Moderator called for a vote. The motion carried.  
Motion made by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Council President Collins and voted without discussion to close appropriations.  Town Moderator declared motion carried.

Motion made by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Town Council President Collins, and voted without discussion to approve Resolution Number 1, Tax Anticipation Notes of $2,000,000. 

Motion made by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Town Council President Collins to approve Resolution Number 2, General Obligation Bonds not to exceed $3,000,000. Mark Horner, Trimtown Road asked if the bond is for specific items and will not go to the General Fund.  Treasurer Przybyla responded that the funds can not go into the General Fund.  Richard Finnegan, Ridge Road asked if the $3,000,000 was enough to cover the needed items.  The response was yes. Town Moderator called for a vote/  The motion carried.
Motion made by Town Clerk Long, seconded by Town Council President Collins, and voted without discussion to approve the Tax Levy: 

 RESOLVED: That the electors of the Town of Scituate qualified to vote on any proposition to impose a tax in town meeting legally assembled, on the 5th day of April, A.D., 2016  hereby ordered the levy and collection of a tax on the ratable real estate and ratable personal property in a sum of not less than $ 27,354,587. not more than $28,448,770., 

said tax is for the ordinary expenses and charges, for the payment of interest and indebtedness in whole or in part of said Town and for the other purposes authorized by law.


The Tax Assessor shall apportion said tax on the inhabitants and ratable property of said Town as of the 31st day of December A.D., 2015 at twelve o’clock, according to law, and shall on completion of said levy, date, certify and sign the same; deliver to and deposit the same in the office of the Town Clerk on or before the 15th day of June A.D., 2016.


The Town Clerk, on receipt of said assessment and levy, shall forthwith make a copy of the same and deliver it to the Town Treasurer who shall forthwith issue and affix to said copy a warrant under his hand directed to the Collector of Taxes of said Town, commanding her to proceed and collect said tax on the persons and estates liable therefore.


Said tax shall be due and payable on and between the 1st day of July A.D., 2016 and the 1st day of August A.D., 2016, and all taxes remaining unpaid on the 1st day of August A.D., 2016 shall carry until collected a penalty at the rate of six (6) per centum per annum upon such unpaid tax from July 1st A.D., 2016, as voted upon at the April 5, 2016 Financial Town Meeting.


Said tax may be paid in four (4) installments, the first installment of 25% on or before the 1st day of August A.D., 2016, and the remaining installments as follows:  25% on or before the 1st day of October A.D., 2016;   25% on or before the 1st day of January A.D., 2017 and 25% on or before the 1st day of April A.D. 2017.


Each installment of taxes, if paid on or before the last day of each installment period successively and in order, shall be free from any charge for interest.  


If the first installment or any succeeding installment of taxes is not paid by the last date of the respective installment period or periods as they occur, then the whole tax or remaining balance of the tax as the case may be, shall immediately become due and payable and shall carry until collected a penalty at the rate aforesaid.



At 8:50 P.M. a motion was made by Town Clerk Long to adjourn, seconded by Council President Collins and voted without discussion.  Town Moderator declared the motion carried.

Please refer to recording for complete discussion and testimonies given.

Witness:
Gloria Taylor, Deputy Town Clerk & Canvassing Clerk
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