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A lovely floral design created by Dee Scamacca and her mentee, Jayna Klatzker
February 2012 Meeting
Our next regular meeting will be on the second Tuesday of the month, February 14th, Valentine’s Day, rather than the usual third Tuesday of the month.  This change in scheduling was made to accommodate our members who will be busy with the Rhode Island Spring Flower and Garden Show. Gentian member, Layanee DeMerchant will be presenting a program on vegetable gardens in the potager style.  Layanee will also be giving a talk on Early Edibles, When, What and How to Plant.  It looks like our Horticulture Chair will be putting on a one woman show!  What would we do without her?

Amaryllis Contest 

Don’t forget to bring your blooming Amaryllis for our contest.  In my case it will be a shiny 5” x 7” photo attached to an Amaryllis stem since mine was in its glory three weeks ago.  

Design Workshop
On Saturday, January 28th, Gentian member and RIFGC Junior Judge, Ann Huntoon led a workshop on creating floral designs in the Oriental Manner.  Working with beautiful, fragrant flowers in mid-winter was a delight to the senses.  
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Six ladies participated and went home with new 
skills and stunning designs to enjoy. We thank you Ann.
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Carolyn Hansen and Maureen McKenna enjoying their creations
Our next and last design workshop for the Gentian year is scheduled for Saturday, March 31st.  Mimi Cooke and Sharon Gainey will instruct members in creating an Underwater Design (no snorkels required).  You won’t want to miss this class!
Gardens Wanted for Photos

Photographer, Gene Hutnak, is looking for locations that capture the “look and feel of spring” to use as backdrops for photographing his clients.  He is interested in colorful spring gardens and landscapes for April, May and June.  Jane Kaminski, a former Gentian member, and his studio manager, suggested the use of Gentian gardens for his settings. In return for the privilege of photographing his clients on your grounds, Mr. Hutnak has offered to create a family portrait for you.  If you are interested, please contact the studio at 401 949-8184 or contact Jane.  It sounds like a wonderful opportunity.
Stepping Out in Winter

Sometimes even “plan B” doesn’t work.  In lieu of our originally scheduled “Stepping Out” to the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, Pat Philbin suggested a trip to Logee’s Greenhouses followed by a luncheon at the Vanilla Bean.  Unfortunately, of the ten members who expressed interest in the trip, all had other commitments for the day.  We’ll try again later in the season, perhaps on a Saturday rather than on a Sunday.

Our next Stepping Out will be to Bill Tabor’s maple sugar operation.  Although scheduled for Feb.18th, it depends on when Mother Nature decides the sap will run.  We’ll let you know.
Garden Therapy

Our next Garden Therapy workshop is on Wednesday, February 8th at The Bridge at Cherry Hill, in Johnston at 1:30 p.m.  We will be working with a lovely group of 25 appreciative residents.  Helping hands and greens are needed.  Please let our Garden Therapy Chair, Carolyn Hansen know if you can help out and, or donate greens.   Working with the seniors is always fun and rewarding.  Give it a try!

Juniors

We have two Junior activities planned for February.  On Friday, February 10th at 3:30 p.m., Valentine’s Day arrangements will be made with the Hope Library after school group.  On Friday, February 24th, the worm boxes will be checked with the second and third graders at Isaac Paine Elementary School in Foster.  Our Junior chair, Liz Cole could use some extra help.
Federation News
Awards Luncheon

This year’s annual Awards Luncheon will be held on April 26, 2012 at Twin River Casino in Lincoln.  The program will be “Dance and Design” featuring the Johnson & Wales Competitive Dance Team with Interpretative Designs by RIFGC’s top arrangers.  The cost is $30.  I’ve purchased a table of ten for Gentian members so we will be able to sit together.  If you would like to go, please send your check to me (made out to me) and I will see that you get your ticket.  After our table of ten is full, checks need to be made out to RIFGC and sent to Priscilla DiMarco. You can contact Priscilla at phd64@verizon.net. This awards luncheon looks like fun!

Flower Show “Through the Eyes of a Child”
Hostesses are needed for the RIFGC flower show.  The following time slots are still available.

Thursday, February 23 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Friday, February 24 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.


Saturday, February 25 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

As this is a child themed show, some hostesses will be in costume!  If you would like to volunteer or hear more about what being a flower show hostess entails, please contact Kathleen Damiani at kdamiani@crimzonrose.com. 

High Tea at the Flower Show

On Thursday, February 23, at 3:00 p.m. there will be a high tea in the rotunda at the Convention Center sponsored by the RI Horticulture Society.  Tickets are $22.  For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact Vera Bowen at kpbowen@att.net.
LOIS M. HARTLEY, PRESIDENT





GENTIAN GARDEN CLUB, INC
ladhartley@verizon.net





934-1076

[image: image4.emf]    Gentian Garden Club   February 2012     Sunday   Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday     Saturday    

   1     Fine tune your  seed and plant  orders for spring  2     Check  houseplants for  infestations  3     Take a walk  around the  garden. Are the  snowdrops up  yet?  4         Ta ke a hike in  the woods.  

5     Listen to The  Garden Guys  www.garden - guys.com   7 - 9 a.m.  6     Use your wood  ash in low pH  garden beds  7     Enjoy the full  moon  8     Garden therapy  at The Bridge at  Cherry Hill. Call  Carolyn Ha nsen  9     Pot up some  more narcissus  bulbs for blooms  in six weeks  10     Junior Activity  Make  arrangements at  the Hope  Library  11     Think about  your Valentine  and make the  appropriate  purchase  

12     Listen to the  Garden Guys,  seven to nine  a.m.  www.garden - guys.c om    13     Check your  stored winter  squash for  problems and  discard any  showing rot  14     Attend the  Gentian meeting  at 7:00 P.M.  Bring your  amaryllis for the  contest  15     Deliver floral  arrangement to  Hope Library  16     Check shrubs  for broken  branches and  prune  as  necessary  17     Tidy up the  potting shed  18     Visit the  Pawtucket  Winter  Farmer's  Market  

19      Listen to the  Garden Guys  7:00 - 9:00 a.m.  www.garden - guys.com  20     Snow buildup  on shrubs can  damage and  break branches  Be gentle  21     Go outside and  pick up debris   if  there is no snow  cover  22     Add a new  houseplant to  your collection  23     RIFGC meeting  at Roger  Williams Casino  24     Junior Activity  Check worm  boxes  –   Call Liz  Cole to  volunteer  25     Stepping Out to  the RI flower  show  –   Call  Anne Baril to  commit  

26     List en to the  Garden Guys  7:00 - 9:00 a.m.  w ww.garden - guys.com    27     Feed the birds  28     Spray your  shrubs with  Mother Nature's  Oh No Deer or  other deer  repellent  28     Enjoy the  warmth of the  February sun  29     Check the fr uit  trees and prune  soon.    

 


Quote of the month:  My late mother-in-law wrote the following in the corner of a patchwork quilt that she made for me and my husband.  I’ve always loved it.  Lois
“May every dawn bring you joy.  May every sunset bring you peace.”
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Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday








1


Fine tune your seed and plant orders for spring

2


Check houseplants for infestations

3


Take a walk around the garden. Are the snowdrops up yet?

4


Take a hike in the woods.



5


Listen to The Garden Guys www.garden-guys.com 7-9 a.m.

6


Use your wood ash in low pH garden beds

7


Enjoy the full moon

8


Garden therapy at The Bridge at Cherry Hill. Call Carolyn Hansen

9


Pot up some more narcissus bulbs for blooms in six weeks

10


Junior Activity Make arrangements at the Hope Library

11


Think about your Valentine and make the appropriate purchase



12


Listen to the Garden Guys, seven to nine a.m. www.garden-guys.com




13


Check your stored winter squash for problems and discard any showing rot

14


Attend the Gentian meeting at 7:00 P.M. Bring your amaryllis for the contest

15


Deliver floral arrangement to Hope Library

16


Check shrubs for broken branches and prune as necessary

17


Tidy up the potting shed

18


Visit the Pawtucket Winter Farmer's Market



19 


Listen to the Garden Guys 7:00-9:00 a.m. www.garden-guys.com

20


Snow buildup on shrubs can damage and break branches Be gentle

21


Go outside and pick up debris if there is no snow cover

22


Add a new houseplant to your collection

23


RIFGC meeting at Roger Williams Casino

24


Junior Activity Check worm boxes – Call Liz Cole to volunteer

25


Stepping Out to the RI flower show – Call Anne Baril to commit



26


Listen to the Garden Guys 7:00-9:00 a.m. www.garden-guys.com



27


Feed the birds

28


Spray your shrubs with Mother Nature's Oh No Deer or other deer repellent

28


Enjoy the warmth of the February sun

29


Check the fruit trees and prune soon.








